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policy of the vast majority of those who ruled the country. Firm in
his own principles, however, and convinced as he was of the utter
futility of a gospel of violence, he resolved to fight the new doctrines
with the same uncompromising vigour with which he had fought
oppression and injustice wherever he had met them. Other men
shrank back, or coquetted with the new forces at work. Not so
Pherozeshah, who strenuously endeavoured all along to keep the
national movement in the paths of moderation and sanity, wherein
alone, he was convinced, lay the salvation of his country. The role
that he played in those momentous days, drew forth a tribute even
from so unfriendly a critic of Indians as Sir Valentine Chirol:x
Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, a leading Parsee of Bombay, who had
been drawn into co-operation with the Congress under the in-
fluence of the political Liberalism which he had heard expounded
in England by Gladstone and Bright, played at this critical period
an important part which deserves recognition. He-was as eloquent
as any Bengalee, and he possessed in a high degree the art of
managing men. In politics he was as stout an opponent of Tilak's
violent methods as was Mr. Gokhale on social and religious
questions, and he did, perhaps, more than anyone else to prevent
the complete triumph of Tilakism in the Congress right down to
the Surat upheaval.
Immediately the Calcutta session was over, the apostles of the
new emit started vigorous propaganda work throughout the country.
Tilak opened the campaign at Allahabad in January, 1907, and he
was shortly followed by his lieutenant Khaparde at Nagpur, where
the ensuing Congress was to be held. The Moderate leaders were
freely vilified by nationalist scribblers and orators, and were described
as "the most debased of humankind." The work of preparation foe
the Congress at Nagpur was marked by the most disgraceful in-
trigues and scenes that ever disfigured the political annals of the
country. Early in the year, when a meeting was held for the forma-
tion of the working committee, "a respected old CP. leader of 60
years of age was greeted with a shoe, burning powder was sent in a
1 Indim Unrest, p. 51.